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calling frttt for lights ; and windows 
were broken where no lights were 
put up. I.'he sheriffs exerted them- 
selves; and Mr. Sheriff -Wood ad- 
dressed the crowd opposite the Morning 
post office. He stated that the sheriffs 
had exerted themselves, and hitherto 
with success, to preserve the peace 
of the cities of London and Westminster 
without the aid of the military. No 
man could be more friendly to their 
cause tl»3ii he was ; and he requested 
they would consider that nothing 
could be more injurious to that cause 
than riot and disorder. He begged 
of them to reflect what their enemies 
would say tomorrow, if they conduct- 
ed themselves improperly. He had 
neither time nor inclination to make 
a long speech, but he hoped tiiey 
would have the good sense imme- 
diately to disperse. A shout of ap- 
plause followed. The sheriffs rode 
on, and the crowd dispersed instan- 
taneously." 

Sir Francis privately withdrew from 
the tower t<? his seat at Wimble- 
don, and disappointed the people by 
not taking his designed place in the 
procession. A temporary chagrin 
succeeded this disappointment, but his 
enemies have been more bitterly 
disappointed. He has discovered to 
thein that he possessed the self-denial 
to resist an opportunity of shining 
conspicuously, and indulging in a 
vanity, winch many would count 
justifiable. Strong reasons support 
the opinion that Sir Francis Bnrdett 
is not u demagogue, wishing to catch 
the transient breath of popular ap- 
plause, hut actuated by pure prin- 
ciples, and a fixed, steady, deeply 
rooted resolution to do nis duty, 
he may be thoroughly confided in, 

AS THE COOL 1NTRI-.P1D ASSERTOR OF 
THE RIGHTS OF THE PEOPLE. 
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SMITH MAYOR. 
A rommon Council was holdtn m the Chan- 
her of the Guildhall of the city of London, 
on Wednesday Hie btk'dtiy of June, J a 10* 

Resolved, 
That an humble petition be presented 
from the court to the honourable tut: house 
of commons, re presenting that, in ap- 
proaching that honourable house, to (ay be- 
fore tutur the i.uu.eruus giietances^uJider 



which we labour, we acknowledge their 
undoubted right to exercise all fair, just, 
and constitutional privileges, originally 
intended, and wisely continued, for 
maintaining the dignity, independence 
and security of their deliberations and 
pioceedings. 

That while we feel it otir duty to sup- 
port and upheld that honourable house, at 
all times, and under all circumstances, in 
the possession of these 'privileges, we can- 
not but lament that the late exercise of 
their power, in the ariest and imprison- 
ment of two of our fellow-subjects, should 
have produced consequences most afflict- 
ing and deplorable in their nature. 

That, without entering into the merits 
of a question which is shortly to undergo 
legal decision, we cannot forbear expies- 
sing our concern and sorrow, that at a, 
tune when the whole nation was anxiously 
looking to an inquiry ot the most impor- 
tant kind, l he people should have been 
debarred from the said inquiry by the 
enforcement oi one of their standing or- 
ders-^ a measure calculated to distract 
the public attention from the gross mis- 
conduct of his majesty's ministers, and 
tending to screen from condign punish,, 
nient tut criminal authors of unexampled 
disgraces and calamities. 

That we have seen, with astonishment 
and indignation, the person who enforced 
the standing order rewarded with a lu- 
ciative sinecure, and, notwithstanding 
the decided and degrading rejection of the 
tender niuiie by him, once more to repre- 
sent his constituents in parliament, after- 
wards raised to one of the highest offices 
under the crown. 

That under these extraordinary and 
almost incredible circumstances of trust 
improvident!)' bestowed, pud of emolu- 
ment and honour lavishly conferred, alike 
insulting to the nation at large, and des- 
tructive of all mutual confidence, we have 
beheld, with regret and astonishment, 
the silence and seeming indifference, both 
of the hereditary counsellors of the crown, 
and of the. representatives of the people. 

That we earnestly entreat the attention 
of that honourable house to the great and 
imminent dangers in which we conceive 
the country is involved, to the manifold 
injuries and abuses we consider it to be 
sustaining from those who preside over its 
councils, and to the means we humbly 
presume to think are best adapted to pro- 
duce a better and happier state of things. 

That during a warfare of unparalleled 
misery, expenditure and destruction, we 
have suMiniited to unprecedented tar- 
tbens and privations. 

That these burthens have been jjreatry 
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aggravated by tiiwqnal taxation, capri- 
cious assessments, vexatious surcharges, 
and arbitrary inquisitions into our private 
concerns. 

That during the severe pressure of an 
enormously increased and increasing 
■weight of taxation, abuses, frauds, cor- 
ruptions and peculations, no less enor- 
mous, have been found to exist. 

That these buithens have been further 
increased by a profusion of useless places 
and pensions 

That by such shameful frauds, waste 
and profligacy, our burthens have been 
augmented, our sufferings aggravated, 
end our feelings outraged. 

That, although there has appeared no 
deficiency of means to levy and enforce 
the payment of taxes, we have to com- 
plain that no adequate means have yet 
been devised to prevent the misapplica- 
tion of them, nor any law nor tribunal 
found sufficient to correct abuse, or bring 
great public delinquents to justice. 

That these enormous abuses are not 
only felt as intolerable grievances, ma- 
terially impairing the property of the 
people, but by means of the most mons- 
trous and pernicious influence they create, 
are subversive of the vital principles of 
the constitution. 

That their natural operation is to render 
the legislative subservient to the^ execu- 
tive power, — a juncture, in which it has 
been predicted by the ablest politicians 
that the constitution would inevitably 
perish. 

That, duly impressed with the magni- 
tude of our external dangers, we are, 
nevertheless, of opinion, that these inter- 
nal abuses, corruptions and violations of 
law, as they aie the more insidious, are 
also the more fearful and alarming. 

That we concur in adeclaration record- 
ed upon the journals of the house of 'lords, 
in a protest signed by the late Duke of 
Portland, and thirty-one more peers j 
'* that from the history of this as well as 
other countries, times of necessity have 
always been times of reform." 

That we cannot but express our con- 
currence with another part of the said 
protest — " Because, however the waste 
of public money, and the profusion of 
useless salaries may have been hitherto 
overlooked, in days of wealth and pros- 
perity, the necessities of the present 
times can no longer endure the same 
system of corruption and prodigality," 

That without recurring to those tacts 
and 1 circumstances, universally known 
and' admitted, by which it ajijjears that a 
majority of members are returiiedthrough 
the influence of government, of peers, 
BELFAST MAG. NO. XXIII. 



and other individuals speculating in the 
rights and liberties of their fellow 
subjects, the evils already stated, afford 
sufficient evidence of the pernicious in- 
fluence existing, and the want of a real 
and efficient representation. 

That it is equally notorious, that a 
very considerable number of the meuioers 
of that honourable house hold lucrative 
places, appointments, and sinecure.* 
under the crown ; almost invariably sup- 
porting the existing administration, or 
evading inquiry for the correction and re- 
form of abuses. 

That the influence, which such ap- 
pointments must create, is not confined 
to those who possess, hut extends to 
others, desirous of obtaining, them, and 
who, we are well assured, seek seats in 
that honourable house, at considerable 
expense, for that purpose only. 

That however jiotorious these facts 
bave been, never before has corruption, lit 
the return of members, and the sale of 
seats, been publicly avowed in that hon- 
ourable bouse, by members of the govern- 
ment and others. 

That it has appeared that lord Castle- 
feagh, a member of the house of com- 
mons, and a minister of tire crown, was 
guilty of a high breach of the constitu- 
tion, by trafficking for a seat in parliament 
in exchange for a writership ; and that, 
although lie himself admitted the fact, 
no punishment, nor even censure was in- 
flicted upon him, hut that on the con- 
trary, he was, in defiance of all decency, 
and in contempt of public opinion, sut- 
fered to retain his official situation. 

That while the said lord (Jasllereagn, 
and the right Hon. Spencer Perceval, an- 
other member of that honourable bouse 
and also a minister of the crown, were 
charged with another high breach of the 
coustilution ; the first in the disposal of 
a seat, and the second in conniving there- 
at, a motion for inquiry into the same was 
rejected, upon the declared ground of trie 
frequency of such practices. 

That contrary to every principle of 
justice, tbe very ground ot afigravatiou 
was thereby made an exculpation of lha 
crime. That it is our decided conviction 
that nothing short of a reform in the re- 
presentation of the people in parliament, 
can correct the inveterate anuses, and 
repair the breaches in the constitution. 

Tbat had the people been liiilhtudiy re- 
presented, there would haie, been no 
ruinous wars for tha preservation of a 
German electorate — no subsidies levied 
upon the labour and industry of the na- 
tion, to be squandered in fruitless cgnti- 
H %t in 
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nental attachments, no army of foreign 
mercenaries in the very heart of the land; 
no wrelehedlf contrived campaigns for 
the relief and emancipation of the great 
and gallant people of Spain, rendered still 
more painful by the extraordiuai y valour 
of British soldiers, and tlie miserable po- 
licy of British statesmen — no prodigal 
waste of blood and treasure in the pre- 
posteious and ill-fated expedition to Wal- 
cberen and tbe Scheldt— no escape of 
public peculators and robbers from merit- 
ed punishment— no men advanced to 
ingh places of honour and emolument who 
had been deemed unworthy of the confi- 
dence of tbe.ir constituents, no tax upon 
income, in which tbe means of acquiring 
the nature and variation of property are 
levelled, confounded, and swallowed up: 
We therefore pray that honourable 
house to take all these matters into their 
i-.enous consideration, and to devise such 
ineaJi.s as. by tbe destruction of corrupt, 
depopulated, and nominal boroughs, the 
extension of the elective franchise, the 
exclusion of placemen and pensioners', 
and the abridged duration of parliaments, 
will secure to the people their full share 
of the rights, liberties, and hlessings, 
which the constitution undeniably meant 
they should enjoy. 

WOODTHORPE. 



THE CHRISTIAN'S PETITION, 
♦resented to tbe house or commons 

BY SAMUEL WHITEHEAD, ESQ. OK EB1- 
DAY, JUNE 8TH, 1810. 

To the honourable the commons of 
(he United kiixlom in parliament assem- 
bled, tbe bumble petition of the under 
signed christians in behalf of themselves, 
And others, who agree with them in con- 
sidering absolute liberty of conscience 
respecting religion to be tbe unalienable 
right of alt men. 

SllEWETB', 

That it is tbe duty of all men, to ex- 
amine as diligently as may be in their pow- 
er the doctrines' of religion; and after such 
dilk'ent exam i nation, to adopt and to 
profess what may appear to them to be 
the truth ; and that in the performance 
of that duty men ought not to be ob- 
structed or discouraged, or otherwise 
tempted to aft hypocritically by any law, 
tending to bias them in the course of 
Such examination in (he doctrine of re- 
ligion, fe-y subjecting" 'tftem i» the c»*e of 
their dissenting froiu the doetrines ol an jr 
estahlished •emwch.i to'siiffer death by 
burning « otherwise} 'or to sutler any 



co'poral or 'pecuniary punishment, or 
be injured in their reputation by any dis- 
ability more or less drgracefnl. 

That your petitioners acknowledge 
with high satisfaction, that in the pre- 
sent reign considerable progress has been 
made towards the full restoration of the 
rights of conscience by the wisdom of 
parliament and the benignity of the king, 
rescinding various laws in whole or in 
part which were violations of those rights : 
yet since other penal laws not less in- 
jurious to those rights ternain unrepealed, 
since some of these laws subject to cor- 
poral punishments or pecuniary penal- 
ties; others, as in case of the test la us 
past in the reign of Charles the 2d. 
subject to disgrace, disability and pri- 
vation of civil rights, persons w,hose only 
offence it is, that in conformity with their 
duty, they have examined the doctrines 
of religion, and by such examination 
have been induced t» embrace and to 
profess religious opinions different from, 
the doctrines of the established church ; 
your petitioners feel it to be their dutv 
hnmbly, but earnestly to remonstrate 
against the longer continuance of any of 
these intolerant laws; and they do in 
conformity with tbe premises expressly 
petition this honourable house, that every 
such unjust law may be repealed, and the 
rights of conscience may thus be restor- 
ed to all tbe subjects of this united king- 
dom; at the same time they declare to this 
honourable house, that if the legislature 
of our country should not feel themselves 
convinced, as your petitioners do, that 
every trace of intolerance ought to be ex- 
punged from of our statutes, yet if the 
repeal or modification of any of our in- 
tolerant laws should now take place, 
particularly if tbe lc>t laws, as far as 
they atfeet our military forte by 
sea and land, should now be repeal- 
ed, your petitioners would view with 
sincere gratitude any Mic,h measure, as 
a still farther advance towards the com- 
plete restoration of the rights of consci- 
ence, and at this crisis would consider 
it as having a salutary teudency to al- 
lay religious animosities, and to unite 
the great mass of the community, in a 
zealous defence of the empiie against 
the meditated attack of our gigantic and 
all-grasping anetny.; 

And your petitioners shall ever pray. 

To the christian's petition for liber- 
ty of conscience the signatures annexed, 
by Roman Catholics, members of the 
ctfi-rch of England^ and ( prptestant dis- 
senters, which are contained in sixteen 
duplicates, amount tu, y.z. 



